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The Labour Parties of Western Europe and especially
the British seemed at that moment to be at the parting
of the ways. To attain their ends they had to choose
between constitutional and legal methods or the line of
" direct action" with strikes and sabotage and red
revolution. They had to decide whether they would
strive slowly to mould the present state of affairs into
the form that they desired, or whether, as had been
done in Russia, they would set to work to try, as a minority,
to seize power, tear up and destroy the existing system
and out of the resulting ruins construct a new state.
The " Third International," and the Russian Bol-
sheviks behind it, claimed their allegiance. The " Second
International" had proved to be too much a mixture
of milk and water. The attempt to form a " Two-and-a-
Half International " had caused more humour than result.
On that journey I saw that even these International
Socialists at times showed an insular spirit, even some
patriotism and a touch of imperialism that sat more
naturally on them than Internationalism. At times they
seemed to find their " brother" socialists of other
nations difficult to put up with, and the " brotherhood
of man " a phrase easier to discuss than to live up to ;
so that when Stambulinski, the peasant premier of Bul-
garia, came aboard the train they found little in common
with him.
We passed through northern Italy and there at Milan
we saw red revolution lashing out to get control, bringing
with it ruin, disorganization and despair.
We raced through France and, having passed the time
in pleasant conversation, we came once more to England,